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WHAT DO WE LOVE?

February 2020

Clothes, Books, Flowers, Dance,
Birds, God, Broadband .. and also,
People
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WE URGENTLY NEED 2 VOLUNTEERS TO HELP EDIT THE UFFORD PUNCH
Now here’s seven convincing reasons why you’re about to turn the page …
I CAN’T SPARE THE TIME
We’re looking for a commitment of about 2 or 3 days every 3 months to put the
newsletter together, attend a couple of committee meetings, and help come up with
ideas for topics and articles. Most of it can be done at home.
I’M WORRIED ABOUT THE HARD SELL
We used to snatch new candidates from the street, tie them to a chair and force
them to sign a contract in blood, but things are much more casual now. We’re quite
happy to talk and give you more idea of what’s involved; if you decide it’s not for
you then we’re fine with that.
I CAN’T HANDLE THE TECHNOLOGY
You do need some very basic computer skills, but if you’re able to use Microsoft
Word or a similar program then you can certainly manage Microsoft Publisher. It’s a
very close relative and if anything it’s easier to use.
I KNOW NOTHING ABOUT KERNING, SANS SERIF, OR WIDOWS AND ORPHANS
Neither do we.
MY OLD COMPUTER STILL RUNS WINDOWS 95
No problem, we have a laptop that you can borrow. It’s all set up and ready to go.

I’M NOT SURE I’M A GOOD ENOUGH WRITER
Hey, if we had any talent we’d be off writing for the Sunday Times or swanning
round literary soirees in London. You don’t have to write any articles (unless you
want to). And there’s plenty of people on the committee to help with copy editing
and proofreading.

I NEED A SALARY AND A COMPANY CAR
There is a small emolument and you can borrow the Punch company tractor during
quiet seasons on the farm.

If you’ve read this far, then send us an email to editor@uffordpunch.org.uk, secretary
@uffordpunch.org.uk or just have a chat with one of the committee members listed on the
next page. You have nothing to lose and we have a lot to gain!
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February, grey and cold, the month which tries our patience. Daylight
Savings Time keeps the evenings short (that was originally Benjamin
Franklin’s idea, by the way. The same person who thought flying a kite in
a lightning storm was a good notion). But beneath the cold earth shoots
are stirring and thoughts are turning to love, which gives us a good theme
for the Punch in a month where nothing much happens in the village.
Why love? Originally, February was the Pagan festival of Lupercalia,
when naked men with whips chased naked women through the streets.
Fortunately for those of us who would rather be curled up indoors with
central heating and a crossword, the Romans replaced Lupercal with St
Valentine’s Day in the 5th Century AD. But old habits die hard and by
mediaeval times the occasion had regained some of its original connotations, with secret notes replacing whips, and finally the Victorians made it
all right and proper with commercial greeting cards.
For this issue we’ve interpreted love in the widest possible sense, taking
in romantic love as well as passion for a subject or an art form.
Next month Jane Cochrane will be back in my place. She’s our guest
editor who is going way beyond the call of duty and the definition of
“guest” to keep the Punch running. But we do, seriously, need some volunteers if we’re going to continue with the Punch in its present form.

Also, were looking for more creative content: photos, poems, stories.
They don’t need to be related to our monthly theme. If you’d like to see
them in print, send them in.
All the best, Kevin
Cover and editorial photo: Kevin Young

www.uffordpunch.org.uk - FOR THE ONLINE EDITIONS

Ufford PUNCH March edition:
The next issue will be ‘First Impressions’
Deadline 14th Feb 2020
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Vive la Danse
When dance and people meet, magic happens … by Scilla Dyke
‘There is a vitality, a life force, an energy, a quickening
that is translated through you as a dancer into action,
and because there is only one of you in all time, this
expression is unique. And if you block it, it will never
exist through any other medium and will be lost. The
world will not have it…’ Martha Graham
Watching BBC TV’s current show The Greatest Dancer I
was profoundly reminded as to why I love dance … love
to dance … and, the power of dance … as “Tom” with a
life limiting prognosis burst onto our screens with a
virtuoso performance rapidly followed by the enigmatic Dinky 98 … displaying remarkable intuition and
spontaneity that goes far beyond reproducing 'learned
movements' (their stories feeding our curiosity). And it
is a timely reminder of why I’ve humbly accepted two
international roles in dance as 2020 Chair of People
Dancing and a member of the Board of Directors, Candoco Dance Company with Royal Opera House.
Now in my 6th decade as a professional dancer, artist,
choreographer, author, Founding Director of
DanceEast, professor and campaigner, I have inhabited
both Classical ballet’s and American contemporary
dance’s enthralling heritages - the genius of pioneering
dancers who dared to dream; I have challenged polarised viewpoints that dance is 'fringe' or frivolous or a
short-term career or that a dancer is purely an instrument of the choreographer’s expression.
And now in 2020 dance, once viewed as a fringe art
form, is firmly centre stage and permeates every sector
of society.
Dance makes us human … it intertwines the cerebral,
physical, emotional, conceptual and creative and can
effect positive individual and community wellbeing. Its
multiple language and imagery help navigate complexity in life whether working with FTSE 100/blue chip
business leaders, neuroscientists, the medical profession, the military, telematics, elite dancers, athletes or
musicians … dance can disturb the air, connect ideas to
create something new.
And, with the rapid advancement of AI and robotic
technologies how we enable humans to be more human becomes paramount. Of one thing I am certain
DANCE can elevate our human experience beyond the
unimaginable.

Right: Dr Scilla Dyke MBE FRSA captured in
flight while leading a London Contemporary
Dance Theatre workshop
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Say it with Flowers
You’re probably missing a whole vocabulary, says Di Green
Instead of stopping at the nearest garage
forecourt to buy a cheap bunch of
flowers for your loved one, why not
choose the appropriate flowers for the
sentiments you wish to express, as the
Victorians used to do. Your nearest and
dearest will be extraordinarily
impressed!
Roses on Valentines Day are not the
only blooms we can use to demonstrate
our affections. Primrose is often
overlooked as a symbol of love but it
means “I can’t live without you” or “our
love is eternal”. You could make a
disastrous error here though as the
Evening Primrose represents
inconstancy. Forget-me-not is selfexplanatory but it can be paired with
blue violets which represent faithfulness.
In Victorian England a widow would
wear lilac as it symbolised old love. In
ancient Greek mythology it was said that
Pan, the god of forests and fields was
hopelessly in love with a nymph named
Syringa. One day he was pursuing her

through a forest and, afraid of his
advances, she turned herself into a lilac
shrub to disguise herself. To Pan’s
surprise, he could not find Syringa, but
he did find the shrub. Because a lilac
shrub consists of hollow reeds, he cut
the reeds and created the first pan
pipe. The scientific name for lilac is
Syringa vulgaris, and the name is derived
from the Greek word “syrinks” which
means pipe.

joy.
Lastly, Renoir painted “Roses and
Jasmine In A Delft Vase” which is an
absolutely beautiful depiction of love in
the words of flowers, a long way from
that garage forecourt!

Saving the best to last, why not consider
Jasmine, the name derived from the
Persian word Yasmin. This is a flower of
seduction and mystery, a night bloomer.
Asian belief was that Jasmine penetrates
the soul and opens up the emotions.
Today their intoxicating scent is often
used to draw spiritual love or to induce
relaxation. It is the sacred flower Kama,
the God of Love in India and also the
national flower of Pakistan. The flower
came to be a symbol of God’s love and is
often depicted in religious paintings of
the Italian Renaissance. Brides will often
carry jasmine as a symbol of love and

Nature Notes with Kevin Rogers
Hello All ,

also vocal during the evenings.

Climate Change continues to have an
impact on our local wildlife and
worldwide. The picture shows Winter
Aconite in my garden on the 12th
December last year. In the foreground
are Snowdrops with small white heads
prominent. I have also received reports
of early Crocus and Daffodil plants
emerging in the mild conditions leading
up into the New Year.

By the time you read this I will have
participated in the RSPB Garden
Watch which provides useful annual
data to monitor species numbers.
Sadly many birds are in decline,
however, species such as Goldfinch
are thriving in notable numbers,
mostly attributed to visits to our
garden feeders.

On the same date I noted sounds of an
early dawn chorus. Bird song and calls
are two different entities and are used
for differing purposes. Bird song
establishes territory and attracts
females for pairing and breeding. Bird
calls are more generally used including
alarm calling, such as when a
Sparrowhawk may be present. I noted
the early morning songs of Mistle and
Song Thrush, Blackbird , Great Tit ,
Chaffinch and Robin. Tawny Owls were

The emergence of bees and
butterflies are an early indicator of
possible effects of climate change. I
was alerted to Red Admiral
butterflies being active in December,
and also Swallows being present in
various Suffolk locations.
February heralds longer daylight
hours so any reports of springtime
wildlife emerging in Ufford are
always greatly received.
kevin.rogers19@outlook.com.
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UPC
Ufford Parish Council

Ufford Parish
Council News

A new Dog Bin for Nicholls Close
Hopefully, by the time you read this our new dog bin will have been installed. It is situated along
the small lane at the bottom of Nicholls Close, as you enter Parklands Wood.
This brings the number of dog bins the Parish Council provides to 11, and yet still some owners
either refuse to pick up after their dogs or do pick up and then throw the bags in to the undergrowth! Both of these actions are contrary to legislation and both punishable with hefty fines. If
you know of a dog owner who does not pick up or who throws poo filled bags into the scrub,
please let us know. No contact details will be taken from you and all information will be passed to
the relevant authorities.
Precept for 2020/2021
The ‘Precept’ is the amount of funding a Parish Council requests from the local District Council
(DC). The DC collect this figure from local householders through the Council Tax and the breakdown of the figures should appear on your Council Tax bill (along with the amounts requested by
the Police, Suffolk County Council and East Suffolk Council).
At their meeting on 17th December, UPC took the difficult decision to raise the Precept request for
2020/21 by just under 4%, requesting a total figure of £20,466. Allowing for slight amendments in
the number of households paying Council Tax, this should equate to a Band D property paying
approximately £53.44 per year for the Ufford PC element of their Council Tax, or just over £1.00 a
week. The increase was not an easy decision to take but was brought about mainly by increased
costs in maintaining Parklands Woods. However, we feel that the costs relating to the woodlands
are very reasonable, when compared to the facilities it provides for all Ufford residents.
Clearing snow and ice from pavements

Some advice from Suffolk County Council…
Anyone can clear snow and ice from the pavement outside their home or public spaces to prevent
slips and falls. Don't be put off clearing paths because you’re afraid someone will get injured, or
sue you. Remember, people walking on snow and ice have a responsibility to be careful themselves. Find out more at https://www.gov.uk/clear-snow-road-path-cycleway
Time to keep the highways clear
Does your property abut a path, pavement or road? We would like to make a special appeal to all
households whose properties abut a path, pavement or roadway to ask them to keep hedges and
undergrowth cut back at all times. This is especially an issue on the pavement along the High
Street. An overgrown hedge or surface growth can cause pedestrians to walk on the road, putting
them at risk and possibly causing cars to swerve. It especially affects those pushing wheelchairs
or buggies and can be a trip hazard for pedestrians.
Thank you for keeping our highways clear for all!
CHAIR:
Dr Kathryn Jones

FOOTPATH WARDEN:
David Findley 07717 475111

PARISH CLERK:
Judi Hallett
ufford.pc@hotmail.com

COUNCILLORS:
Keith Bennett
Nick Crocker
Pat Edworthy
David Findley
Guy Foskett

TREE WARDEN:
Robert Flory (01394 420684)

Jane Hawthorne
Steven Mayhew
Ashley O’Malley
David Pearce
John Skinner
For Ufford Parish Council news and
village facts visit:
www.ufford.suffolk.cloud
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Tig’s Passion
Tig Thomas loves a good girl’s story
In my teens, I used to spend my
weekends going to jumble sales
to buy interesting clothes and old
books. One day I picked up a
book called Joan Tudor’s Triumph; it’s a lush, feverish story
about tormented schoolgirl Joan
who ‘has done something worse
than murder’ (spoiler: she hasn't
really). I became fascinated by
the girls’ school story, a genre
whose heyday was in the 1920s
and 30s (when 40% of all girls’
books were school stories) and
whose themes are still recognised by people today (the newcomer who must win through, the rebel, the false accusation, the clifftop rescue, the task of reforming a slack house
or raising the tone of the school). The genre continued until
the late seventies but declined – by the time we reach Malory Towers, the series everyone seems to know, it’s a poor
shadow of its lofty self (although J K Rowling brilliantly used
its tropes to revive it in a certain form).

All human life is here and the books come in a whole range
of styles, from the outrightly risible to the fantastical
(incognito princesses and spies abound), to the passionate
(‘Alas,’ she murmured fervently, ‘Miss Perthe. I love her, I
love, I love her.’), to the wittily ironic, to the subtle charac-

ter study. The storylines are fascinating and at the centre of the
whole genre is a portrait of single
women and gymslipped girls, who,
within the confines of an all-female
environment, operate with confident executive authority. The old
editions a delight to look at too: with
pictorial boards, old thick paper and
marvellous titles like ‘Self? Or
School?’.
I’m always on the hunt for more and
find them in car boots, and charity
shops, though not as often as I used to. My family is kindly
tolerant and Adam has built me a rack to display the best
books so their lovely covers can be
seen. They even give them to me as
presents – my latest one is called Miss
Honor’s Form, and I’m looking forward to reading it. I’m just a bit busy
with work at the moment though –
there’s great joy in making your passion your job, and I became a book
editor specialising in period children’s
fiction. My current job is editing the
new edition of the scholarly Encyclopaedia of Girls’ School Stories.

I Sing the Body Electric
Peter Cochrane on the importance of love and fibre
Despite being entirely monogamous all my life, I have managed to sustain two simultaneous love affairs for well over 50
years. The first has been with technology! From the age of
11, I used my paper-round earnings to purchase WWII surplus
radio equipment, and then managed to get a job in a radio
shop repairing TVs by the time I was 14. I had no idea just how
serious this love affair was going to get!
The second affair has been with my wife which started with
love-at-first-sight some time later. I’m pleased to say that
both affairs are still going well and whilst the technologies
have changed I’m still just as besotted.
My wife accepts this “menage a trois’ as part and parcel of our
life together—so much so that somewhere in the ground in
the UK is a drum of optical fibre cable bearing my name along
with this Valentine’s salutation:

“Roses are red
Violets are blue
But fibre and broadband
Mean much more to you”
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Ask Doctor Love
Our resident expert Erwin Bohrstein PhD answers your questions
I can’t figure out my boyfriend. One moment he says he
loves me, the next he tells me he wants to stay friends and
see other people. I cry myself to sleep at night and have no
idea what to do.
Confused of Spring Lane
If your boyfriend is exceptionally small (with a sweater size
less than 0.0000000000001 mm) you may have a quantum
problem. In the quantum world subatomic particles can
exist in more than one state at one time, so he may both
love you and not love you without any logical contradiction.
However if he is really that small then he’s probably imaginary. Which is not a problem - I had many imaginary girlfriends when I was young, including some supermodels
whose names you might recognise. But I never expected
commitment from them.
If he’s not quantum, then he is probably very indecisive by
nature. Do you really want to be with someone who spends
half an hour trying to decide which can of beans to buy in
the supermarket and changes his sweater five times a day?
If not, then move on.
I think that love makes the world go around. My friend
thinks it’s money. I think she’s cynical. She thinks I’m jealous

because she just bought a
new Nissan Qashqai, and
I’m stuck with a 10 year old
Ford Focus. I think she’s
frustrated. She thinks I’m
smug and naïve. I don’t
think I care what she thinks.
What do you think?
Incurable Romantic
Planetary rotation has absolutely nothing to do with love or money. Saturn is a barren sphere devoid of human emotion with a GDP of precisely zero. Yet still it turns.
As our solar system formed, dust was set spinning by the
sun’s gravitational orbit and coalesced into the clumps
which formed our planets. As these clumps collapsed in on
themselves they started rotating faster following the law of
conservation of angular momentum. Inertia keeps them
spinning.

The Earth’s rotation is gradually slowing. Nissans depreciate. Love ends. That’s all they have in common.

Tuesday Quiz nights - 18th February, 3rd & 17th March

Poker & games night every Wednesday evening come & join us
Please check our events & news page on our website as we will be featuring themed nights, wine
tastings, music evenings & guest speakers over the
coming months.
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First Love
Some moments are unforgettable. By Vic Bellingham
I opened the classroom door and there
she was! Short blonde hair with a
slight curl; big brown eyes; a slim, trim
figure. Our eyes met. She smiled. In a
trance I was being drawn to her between two rows of desks when suddenly— an immense pain shot through
my right shin as it came into contact
with the seat next to hers. I wanted to
shout with the pain but somehow remained composed.
We opened our text books and the
lesson began: French conversation
revision for O level.
Up to this point in my life I had had
little to do with the opposite sex, being
tutored in an all male boys school. In
fact my first experience came when
the head master decided that we
needed some out-of-hours activity and

sent a group of the older boys to the
local girls’ school to learn the art of
ballroom dancing. He felt that our
technique of standing around on one
leg which flipped from side to side
while continually punching the air to
the sounds of Bill Bailey, Elvis and
Chuck Berry was a bit short of style.
We only went the once.
“Students” the voice from the front
bellowed “we are going to start off
with some vocabulary revision with
the French verb ‘to Love’” I hid behind
my exercise book. “Monsieur Bellingham, turn to the person next to you
and say with passion ‘Je t’aime’, followed by her name” (this had to be a
set up!). She smiled , a giggle from the
other students and I suddenly realised
I did not know her name. Think Belling-

ham. Think . Three times I uttered
those words “Je t’aime … Je t’aime …
Je t’aime”. At last it came: “June, je
t’aime”. Applause followed.
As we left the classroom I held her arm
“How did you know my name?” she
asked. “I saw it on the front of your
exercise book” was my reply.
I felt her squeeze my hand.

Bygone Romance
In an all-male world, love can be hard to find. By Lyn Taylor
One of Ufford’s Elder Statesmen, Vincent Hook, who moved to the village
in 1998 to be near family, recently
regaled us with reminiscences of his
younger days. There was little chance
for romance in Vincent’s life; born in
India in 1927, he was sent at the age
of 6 to join two older brothers at a
Jesuit boarding school in Kent. It was
three years before he saw his parents
again, and then another three until
their next visit. Apart from holidays
with family friends, and female staff at
school Vincent grew up in a totally
male environment. On leaving school
he joined the Army, working towards a
British Commission before applying to
serve abroad with the Welsh Guards.
Another totally male world with social
life centred around the Officers' Mess
– no girlfriends on the horizon at all.
Vincent's army career was everything
to him, first in Palestine, then Malaysia

during the 1948 emergency to defeat
the Chinese Communists attacking
from the jungle, and finally in Germany in 1951. In Germany families began
living on the station but there were
still no girls, and there were no married quarters or allowances to anyone
under 25 anyway!

Meanwhile on leave Vincent still met
up with family and friends in England.
He had first met a schoolgirl named
Patricia on holiday back in 1938 when
he was 11, and on occasions she was
also at the same parties. He asked her
out and then began a long distance
courtship, he still in the Army and she
teaching in London but they wrote to
each other and exchanged photographs. Eventually they married in
Arundel Cathedral in 1953 prior to
being stationed in Germany– he never
having lived anywhere other than in
male institutions and no other girl-

friends. That's romance for you!
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UFFORD PLAYERS
This year’s production is The Stranger by Agatha Christie—a thriller in which a woman rejects her fiancé for a newcomer and moves to a remote country cottage with him, where a dark and terrible climax takes place.
Performances will be on March 26, 27 and 28. Fish and chips will be available on all three nights.
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Love Over the Years
Bryan Cooper recalls a long marriage that started with a breakdown
Love can have many strange starts. Ours began the first
time Gill and I went out together. It was New Year’s Eve
1957, a black tie do at a friend’s flat in Birmingham.

After several hiccups we finally got married and here we are
still smiling 56 years on.

The evening didn’t start off too well – for no reason I can
recall my gorgeous new girlfriend said “I know your type and
I am not sure if I like it!” Most sensible blokes would have
ended it there and then. I brushed the remark off and we
continued the party.
However the real test was to come on the way home. On a
slight bend in the road I burst two tyres by hitting the kerb.
Bearing in mind this was about 3.30am and miles from any
help.
After parking the car, a Citroen Light 15 (the Maigret type)
we realised Gill’s house was a long three miles away and
walking was the only option. Having gone only a few hundred yards, would you believe a Post Office van stopped. The
postman knew it was illegal to give anyone a lift but he was
pretty sure we weren’t going to report him and so we were
dropped off at Gills.
Now this is the bit of the story Gill likes. She drove me
home in her brother’s car and as we were nearly at my
house I asked her to do a short diversion to a cigarette machine as I was totally out and gasping!

You live where????
House names. It’s a love-hate relationship. By Kevin Young
I used to live on 10th St between 7th and 8th Ave in Brooklyn. With a large number on the door. Occasionally someone
would still ring up and say “I’m on the corner of 8th St and 6th Ave, how do I get to you?” but generally I was happy to let
natural selection weed out guests who were too dumb to reach us unaided. Then I moved to London. That meant dealing with arbitrary street names, but at least we still had a house number.
Then I came to Ufford. And I get invitations to places with names like Tweedles on School Lane. “We’re just two houses
down from the second 30 mile an hour sign, next to Mandela’s Nest. You can’t miss it, we have pink curtains”. That’s not
directions, that’s a treasure hunt!
Our cottage is named after a tree. There is a tree of the same species fairly close by which helps guide a few tree-minded
people like Rob Flory. So long as you’re happy to keep shooing Rob Flory
away from your door then it works fairly well, and at least our lane is short.
But School Lane and Ufford Place are a different kettle of fish altogether
(side note. Who are these people who keep fish in their kettles and what
on earth does the tea taste like?).
I don’t object to names; it’s very quaint and charming and I don’t care if
you call your house DunBanking or The Reichstag or even Boris Johnson.
But why can’t the damn houses have numbers as well? It doesn’t even
need the council to implement it, just one enterprising local vandal with a
spray can. Or if we have to make do with names, can’t we at least put
them in alphabetical order from one end of the road to the other?
On second thoughts, please don’t call your house Boris Johnson.
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A Love of Fashion
Tricia Cornhill is still following her dream. By Alex Bennett
All of you who know Tricia will be aware that she has a passion for all things fashion.
From an early age clothes played a huge part in her life. Born
and brought up on the Old Kent Road she remembers her
home being filled with reams of materials and Singer Sewing
machines as her father, a Saville Row tailor, and her grandmother, a milliner, worked at home. One high-profile commission her father undertook was designing and making the
suits Honor Blackman wore in the Bond movie Goldfinger.

However things don’t always go the way you wish. Tricia was
offered an apprenticeship with Norman Hartnell but to her
dismay her father did not want his only daughter to follow in
his footsteps. She gained another apprenticeship in the colour matching laboratory of Innoxa Cosmetics, then came an
opportunity to work in Paris and Milan as an au pair - surrounded there by designer shops her love affair with the
fashion industry never wavered. But income is always important so when she returned to London the lure of higher
salaries tempted her into IT, working in that field until retirement.
On moving to Ufford she was shopping in Holly Blue in Woodbridge and noticed an advert for a fashion show. With Tricia
showing interest the owner asked her if she would model for
them and a job in the shop followed. Now working there a
few days a week she is enjoying again being surrounded with

clothes together with the trips she regularly makes to London
choosing the latest fashions for the next season. Although
Tricia did not get to work in the rag trade retirement sees her
in a job she truly loves.
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No Love on the Internet
Some sound and sceptical advice from one who’s been there
When using a dating or meeting website always beware of
the profiles submitted. It might say 5ft 10 inches but the
reality is often a good 7 inches short. Slim is a relative
term. Beware of questionable hobbies and interests not
backed up by any obvious knowledge. Photos could be
years old. The inventiveness of the names can be hilarious
- Mr Creative-Mind and Mr Famouslastyear, who has been
wearing the same cravat for the last 10 years.
Mr. Chelsea Bridge’s photo was to die for, well worth having nails and hair done and spending £300 on a new coat
before meeting him in a London restaurant. He looked
nothing like his photo and spent 2 hours talking about himself, his money and his various wives and children. It soon
became obvious that his wealth was from his ex-wives and
he was looking for another rich woman to continue his
lifestyle.

per. Coffee at the Tate and lunch in a Turkish restaurant
(where he spoke Turkish to the waiters) was followed by a
visit to the Skyline bar where he used fluent Italian with
the staff. He was charming, great company, asked about
medical problems - if so he would organise the best treatment - and offered to pay for a stay in the top hotels.
After a number of cocktails the scheduled train had gone,
so on arrival in Ipswich a taxi was needed. The next day
involved a walk to pick up the car at a station car park, but
the fob battery had run out, meaning a walk home to get
another key and a walk back to the
car. Was it worth it? There was another meeting, but it didn’t go any
further.
Of course there are many successful
stories …

A rendezvous with Deep and Happy took place at Paddington station. With his brolly he looked really dap-

Parklands Wood Planting Morning
Jane Hawthorne reports on a successful day in the Woodlands
The Friends of Parklands Wood in Ufford held a planting
morning at the end of November last year. 200 saplings
were supplied to the group by the Woodland Trust and
plans were made to have a Planting morning with Coffee
and Cakes. The object was to create a new hedge on the
boundary of Parklands Wood and the Avenue. During the
previous week the work group had prepared the area by
removing dead Hawthorn trees and the enveloping brambles and Ivy, ready to plant the saplings. We were given several suitable varieties—Hawthorn, Crab Apple, Hazel, Dog Rose, Field Maple and Dogwood. Also 3 Wild Cherry and 5 Hawthorn to
be planted in land at the top of the Avenue.
The chosen morning was bright with clear
blue skies and frost on the ground; as people arrived the frost melted away and the
ground after recent rain became perfect for
planting. The autumn colours were brilliant—how lucky we were after so many
grey days.
We were delighted that the work group
were joined by several partners and new
participants, in all 20 adults made a very
effective planting and clearing team. All
were very welcome and made a big contribution to creating our new hedge. Local children and pupils from Eyke School joined us
and enjoyed a Scavenger Hunt for different
sorts of leaves, feathers, moss, stones and

noted the presence of squirrels, bat boxes, acorns and many
other items. They also planted trees and enjoyed getting
messy hands and afterwards enjoyed the hot chocolate and
marshmallows and sampled several types of cakes and biscuits. As did the adults after a pleasant and effective morning in the woods.
In all a memorable and very enjoyable morning, thanks to all
who attended.
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Parish Council Discuss Caravan Park
Nigel Smith reports on the latest developments in the application process
On 7th January, Ufford Parish Council held an extraordinary
meeting to discuss three planning applications. The meeting
was attended by District Councillor Carol Poulter, Suffolk
County Councillor Alexander Nicoll and a number of members
of the public.
The main topic for debate was to consider a new application
for the Caravan site adjacent to the B1438 and Old Bredfield
Road in the Southern end of the village. The Chair summarised the situation: four years ago, a planning application was
made to allow a touring caravan park on land which had only
ever been agricultural, and despite significant objections from
the Parish Council, villagers and District and County Councillors, the planning authority used devolved powers to give permission subject to some highways conditions being fulfilled. In
August 2019, those conditions were signed off by the planning
authority. The new planning application seeks to obtain a lawful development certification to confirm that the caravan site
can be used with all year-round, permanent occupancy, for
undeclared purposes. The certificate is being sought due to
the absence of any conditions on the original application relating to use of the site.
The District and County Councillors joined in the ensuing
opening debate and passed on some of their own interesting
experiences with planning items. The meeting was very appreciative of their attendance and timely advice and most importantly for their generous offer of support in any way they

can if called upon by the Parish. Members of the public spoke
of their dismay at this new change of use and the underhand
way the planning process is being used with creeping changes
and permission granted behind closed doors . They highlighted
problems with roads, services, schools, utilities and the visual
and physical impact of this development on the village, and
that the planning authority appear to have ignored significant
numbers of objections to the original application, by using
devolved powers of authority, whereby two unelected employees of the council have allowed this development to proceed without scrutiny by the elected planning committee.
The Parish Council then debated the application and discussed
a previous complaint to Suffolk Coastal District Council over
the handling of the original application that had ultimately
been ignored completely. Taking consideration of the foregoing public debate, concerns over this new application, and the
significant numbers of objections already registered on the
East Suffolk Planning portal, proposals were made to object in
the strongest terms to this new application. Time was short,
and a response needed to be deposited with East Suffolk by 14
January leaving only a few working days. The Parish Council
resolved to object strongly, publicise the information via
Punchline, collate a petition to be presented to East Suffolk,
and investigate obtaining legal advice.
Keep a watch on the Parish Council website for the publication
of minutes at https://ufford.suffolk.cloud/parish-council

Poets’ Corner
RETAIL THERAPY by Andy Barkley
I couldn’t catch that lopping hare
In early Ufford Sunday sun
That barking dog – I hope he’s tied
His master’s sleeping while I run.
I need new shoes I think.
Yes that will do the trick.
I homeward gasp and shower
And go to get some - quick.
Conditioned air and music waft
As I try on various sizes
The sales girl talks, her tight tee top
Distracts while she advises.

Custom contoured sole
And stiff supportive side.
They’re faulty! – something’s been left out!
Perhaps my watch is going slow?
I finish later than before
Detecting no post retail glow.
New socks! – that’s what I need.
Back to Rose-Anne I fly.
She shows me socks & vests & shorts
I read her chest and buy.
The £ogos show that I’m no fool
I’m shuffling in high fashion
Ensuring all who watch me pass
Know running is my passion.

Get home, get changed and stretch
Bound off with zippy stride
Do you have a poem we can publish? Submissions from readers are welcome!
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Treasure Hunting
Dawn Foskett made it to the New Year’s Day event
Fifteen teams braved a cold New Year’s Day wind to take
part in this year’s annual Treasure Hunt which was organised by last year’s winners –
Guy and Dawn Foskett. They
were welcomed at the White
Lion with coffee and delicious
bacon butties. Two hours
later, after having walked 5
miles around the village and
up onto the golf course, they
all returned with question
papers in hand ready to be
marked. Not many disputes
over the answers but definitely some wrong answers in
an attempt not to win and
avoid setting next year’s
event! The winners were The
Effective Team comprising
Justin Flower, Jane Moyse,
Keith and Brie Blow and Sara
Smith. The walkers were re-

warded with a sausage and mash lunch – all in all a great
way to start to the New Year!

Dawn and fellow competitors outside the White Lion

Elves at Work
‘Twas the Sunday before Christmas …
and creatures were stirring in the
White Lion
Yeah, Santa Claus gets all the publicity with his bright red coat and
his trademark Ho Ho Hos. Rudolph lives a fancy life on the royalties from his reindeer song. Even Donner has his profitable chain
of kebab houses. But behind the scenes there’s a whole lot of
unsung elves on zero-hours contracts working hard to pack the
sweets for his Christmas Eve jaunt. We managed to sneak a hidden photo that blows the lid on the whole operation ...
WHAT’S IN A NAME? We were recently contacted by Malcolm
the Snowman’s solicitors with a complaint that we mis-spelled
his name in our December issue. He claimed that our version
“Malcom” was a girl’s name. Our lawyers can find no reference
to “Malcom” being used in this manner—indeed Malcolm with
an “L” is non gender-specific, ranking as the 19,695th most popular name for girls in the USA in 2019. No, I didn’t make that
up. We would still like to issue an apology, whilst accepting no
liability and refuting any claim for damages.
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The PUNCH groups directory
All the contacts you need in and around Ufford
Book Club (Lower Road)
Leann Giovnilli 01394 420684
19:30 Monday (every 6 weeks)

Boules (by Tennis Court)
Gordon Dunmore 01394 460268
14:00 Thursday all summer
Bridge Classes
Mike Fisher
www.mikefisherbridge.com
Various weekly sessions at UCH
Carpet Bowls
Di Fulcher 01394 460551
14:00 Tuesday, Oct/Apr, at UCH
Community Hall:
Chris Cage (bookings)
E: chriscage@btinternet.com
Sports facilities amongst other uses
Cycle Club
Stephen Thurlow 01394 460770
Off road fun - Sundays
Ufford Friendly Bridge Club
Lyn Taylor 01394 460253
18:30 Monday at UCH all year
Gardening Club
David Berridge 01394 461491
www.uffordgardeningclub.org.uk
Mat Work Pilates
Beth Draycott 07918 148798

Parish Council & website
Clerk Judi Hallett
01394 411405 / 07739 411927
www.ufford.suffolk.cloud
Parish Church Committee
Jan Purcell 01394 460338
www.uffordchurch.org.uk
Players
Jackie Wilks 01473 333167
Amateur Theatre annual play
PUNCHLine
Lyn Taylor 01394 460253
PUNCHline@uffordpunch.org.uk
Electronic village news
St Mary’s Parish Hall
Karen Davies (bookings)
01394 460258
Theatre facilities amongst other uses
Tap Classes
Jill Streatfeild 07778 746315
http://woodbridgetapdance.weebly.
com

Tennis Club
Dan Lever 01394 420156
Tournaments and social events
U2 Bridge Club
Adrian Smith 01394 461179
13:45 Alt Wednesday’s, at the UCH
Ufford Art History Group
Jenny Searle 01394 460317
Regular events – see diary
Ufford Sports Football Club
Darren Cook 07403 398429
Sept/Apr - Sat 14:00 kick off (H)
www.uffordsportsfc.co.uk
Ufford Tai-Chi
Ray Norris 01394 383076
www.suffolktaichiacademy.uk
Ufford PUNCH
Ros Smith (secretary) 01394 461179
www.uffordpunch.org.uk
Ufford Woods
Mike Hawthorne 01394 420241
Managing our woodland
See https://ufford.suffolk.cloud for
more village information
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Beyond the borders
February 2020
A brief list of some local events that have caught our collective eyes
Saturday 1
Farmer’s Market, Snape Maltings. 09.30- 13.00.
Escape Room, Wickham Market Village Hall, 17.00-18.00.
“Mother Goose”, Kesgrave Community Centre, 14.30 and
19.30.
Sunday 2
World Wetlands Day Walk at RSPB Minsmere Nature
Reserve. 10.00-13.00.
Friday 7
Woodbridge Dance Folkus Ceilidh, Woodbridge Community
Centre.19.30-22.30.
Martlesham Heath Aviation Society, “Air and Water” The
Marine Aircraft Experimental Establishment at Felixstowe
19:30—22:00
Friday 14
Valentine’s Day Dinner at Jimmy’s Farm and romantic
evenings at too many other local hostelries to mention!
Saturday 15
Get Hands on with History - “A Right Royal Riot”,
Framlingham Castle- until 23.02.
“Antiques Roadshow”- style fundraiser, Dallinghoo Village
Hall, 10.00-12.00
“Robin Hood and the Babes in the Wood”, The Riverside,
Woodbridge. 14.00.
Sunday 16
Run for a Rose 10k, RAF Bentwaters, 09.30.
Monday 17
Have -a -Go Crafts in Little Rascals, Snape Maltings. 10.0011.00.
Tuesday 18
“Tony the Turtle” Patchwork Class with Annabelle Reynolds,

Woodbridge library. 10.00-12.00.
Wednesday 19
Welly Wednesday, Christchurch Park, Ipswich, 11.00.
Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Bird Box Building, Foxburrow Farm,
13.00-15.00.
Thursday 20
Puppets- Family Workshop, Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich.
Various times.
Suffolk Wildlife Trust talk, “Badgers- The Eurasian Marmite
Mammal”, Woodbridge Community Hall. 19.30.
Saturday 22
Rural Bygones Sale, Clarke and Simpsons Auction, Campsea
Ashe.
Sunday 23
The Suffolk Wedding Show, Wherstead Park, Ipswich. 10.0015.00.
Talk “Exploring the History of the East Coast Sailing Barges”,
Jubilee Hall, Aldeburgh. 16.00.
Tuesday 25
Toddler Takeover, Ipswich Museum.10.00- 14.00.
Wednesday 26
In Conversation With…Novelist Liz Trenow, Woodbridge
Library. 19.30.
Saturday 29
NT Guided Walk- “Birds of the River Deben”, Sutton Hoo.
10.00-12.00.
Please check all individual event websites for up-to-date
times, availability, booking details and any costs.

Melton Primary School is hoping to recruit new governors from the local community to strengthen
its small but committed governing body. If you would like to know more please contact the head
teacher Alun Davies in the first instance. Please see the contact details below. He will be happy to
meet you and show you around the school. While people with a variety of skills would be welcome
we would be especially interested to hear from those with a financial background. We look forward to hearing from you.
Jane Reed (Interim chair of governors)
Telephone: 01394 382506
Email: admin@melton.suffolk.sch.uk
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What’s on in Ufford
January 2020 Diary
Abbreviations:
UCH = Ufford Community Hall, The
Avenue (aka Sports & Social Club or
The Pavilion)
SMPH = St. Mary’s Parish Hall
NOTE:
Mobile Post Office can leave early.
Monday 3
Glow Pilates, UCH, 09.00
Tai Chi (Improvers) UCH, 14.15
Matwork Pilates, SMPH, 17.15 and
18.30
Friendly Bridge Club, UCH,18:45
Tuesday 4
Carpet Bowls Club, UCH, 14.00
Wednesday 5
U2 Bridge Club, UCH 13:45
Tai Chi (Improvers +Beginners), UCH,
18:00
Thursday 6
Mobile PO at The Crown 11:00- 13.00
Tap dance class, SMPH, 18.00
Monday 10
Glow Pilates, UCH, 09:00
Woodlands working party, UCH 09:00
Tai Chi (Improvers), UCH, 14.15
Matwork Pilates, SMPH, 17.15 and
18.30
Friendly Bridge Club, UCH,18:45
Tuesday 11
Carpet Bowls Club, UCH, 14.00
Wednesday 12
Tai Chi (Improvers +Beginners), UCH,
18.00
Thursday 13
Mobile PO at Crown 11:00 – 13:00*
Tap dance class, SMPH, 18.00
Friday 14
Deadline for entries to Punch, “First
Impressions”.
Monday 17
Melton Primary School HALF TERM
begins
Glow Pilates, UCH, 09:00
Tai Chi (Improvers), UCH, 14.15

Matwork Pilates, SMPH, 17.15 and
18.30
Friendly Bridge Club, UCH,18:45
Tuesday 18
Carpet Bowls Club, UCH, 14.00
Ufford Parish Council meeting, SMPH,
19:00
Wednesday 19
U2 Bridge Club, UCH 13:45
Tai Chi (Improvers +Beginners), UCH,
18:00
Thursday 20
Mobile PO at The Crown 11:00 – 13:00
Tap dance class, SMPH, 18.00
Friday 21
Melton Primary School HALF TERM
ends
Monday 24
Woodlands working party, UCH 09:00
Glow Pilates, UCH, 09:00
Tai Chi (Improvers), UCH, 14.15
Matwork Pilates, SMPH, 17.15 and
18.30
Friendly Bridge Club, UCH,18:45
Tuesday 25
Carpet Bowls Club, UCH, 14.00

Wednesday 26
Tai Chi (Improvers +Beginners), UCH,
18.00
Gardening Club, “National Garden
Scheme”- Michael Cole, UCH,19.30
Thursday 27
UAHG Visit to Snape meet UCH 09.50
Mobile PO at The Crown 11:00 – 13:00
Tap dance class, SMPH, 18.00

Worship at Ufford & Melton
All are welcome to our services.
There is a children’s corner with activities at Ufford and Junior Church at
Melton and coffee is served after the
11:00am services.
Sun Feb. 2nd Candlemas

8:00am Holy Communion at Ufford (BCP)
9:30am Parish Communion at Melton
11:00am Parish Eucharist with Incense at
Ufford

Sun Feb. 9th 3rd Before Lent

8:00am Holy Communion at Melton (BCP)
9:30am Parish Communion at Melton
11:00am Parish Eucharist with Incense at
Ufford

Sun Feb. 16th 2nd Before Lent

8:00am Holy Communion at Melton (BCP)
9:30am Parish Communion at Melton
11:00am Parish Family Eucharist at Ufford

Sun. Feb. 23rd Next Before Lent

8:00am Holy Communion at Melton (BCP)
10:00am Messy Communion at Melton
11:00am Parish Family Eucharist at Ufford

Wed. Feb. 26th Ash Wednesday

10:00am Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes
at Melton
7:30pm Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes at
St. Mary’s Woodbridge

Messy Church February 8th
LIVE CHURCH CALENDAR ON
THE WEB SITE
www.uffordchurch.org.uk

Page 25, Ufford PUNCH, February 2020

ST MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION, UFFORD
(United Benefice with St Andrew’s Church, Melton)
Rector of Melton & Ufford: Revd Paul Hambling
Church Office, St Andrew’s Church, Station Road, Melton, Woodbridge IP12 1PX

T: 01394 387491 E: rector.uffordmelton@gmail.com
W: www.uffordchurch.org.uk
Churchwardens of Ufford:

Mrs Marguerite Kenny T: 01394 420817
Mrs Jan Purcell
T: 01394 460338

Do you remember those ‘ Love is....’ cartoons? I
remember seeing them as a child and though the
characters in the cartoons were mostly the same,
the situations differed. Love is a word that can
be used in many situations and sometimes I wonder if when it’s used we ought perhaps get down
to the real meaning of it. In the English language we only have one word for love, though
there are many more expressions of love as the
‘love is....’ cartoons show.
All expressions of love should be compassionate
and sincere. Love isn’t always easy and can be
difficult. When no matter what we believe in,
we express or at least try to express the love that
God in Jesus has for all of us, we experience a
love that is unconditional and perfect.

We don’t live in a perfect world, and we live in
uncertain times. So love is important love is the
one thing that might just allow us to say, love is...
ALL
Blessings
Fr. Paul

Your chance to meet Bishop Michael

We invite everyone to the service on Sunday February 9 th when Bishop Michael will be visiting St. Mary’s and will deliver the address. Do come to hear what he has to say, meet and chat with him over coffee after the service.

Mondays ……...…..
Tuesdays………….
Wednesdays….…...
Thursdays …….…
Fridays……………
Saturdays ……..….

Parent & Toddler Group 13:30 - 15:15, Melton, during term time
Morning prayer 09:30, Melton
Said Eucharist 10:00, Melton. Evening prayer, 17:00, Melton
No service
Morning prayer 09:00, Ufford
Said Eucharist 10:00, Ufford
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KIDZONE BIRDS
Match the names to the pictures—then go out and look for the birds.
Answers below!

GREAT TIT

GOLDFINCH

REDPOLL

LONG TAILED TIT

SISKIN

BLUE TIT

All photos taken by Alan Rab King in Kevin Roger’s Garden in Ufford

1

4

3

2

5
6

ANSWERS: 1 - Siskin 2 - Great tit 3 - Blue tit 4 - Redpoll 5 - Long tailed tit 6 - Goldfinch

Page 27, Ufford PUNCH, February 2020

