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We reopen on Monday 12th April at 11.30am 
 

Heated marquee facilities 
 

New menu and new additional staff  
  

Quiz Night 13th April 
 

Full menu Wednesday-Sunday from 16th April 
Pies and takeaway still available 

 
Social distancing rules will still apply 

Tables of 6 or less  
Table service only  

 
Booking via phone or carrier pigeon is essential 

 
We look forward to welcoming you back!  

  
See our website for updates: uffordwhitelion.co.uk 
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Welcome to the Ufford PUNCH 
From the Editor 
 

 

Cover Picture:  Stefan & Neena Atkinson 

First things first, here’s my co-editor Kevin and his baby 
Rosie, and me my beloved child-substitute Maisie.  We 
are in danger of making this edition all about us, them,  
and who loves our princess pet more, so I am making a 
pledge that’s the last you’ll hear from both of us on our 
dogs in this edition  I promise. 
 
Now that’s out of the way welcome to April’s ‘Pet’ edi-
tion. Thank you SO much to all of you who sent us sub-
missions; we have been so blessed and I think we’ve 
managed to sandwich almost every single photo in, alt-
hough we were so inundated we haven’t managed to 
find room for all the words!  Thanks to those of you who 
sent multiple submissions, I am afraid I had to choose 
the best photo I could and just stick to that one for fairness!  
 
Due to the current climate-of-fear over dognapping we decided the best balance 
to strike this month was not to give any potential dog thieves ammunition with 
regard to which beauty is owned by whom and who lives where,  so almost all pet 
photos are uncredited and pets unnamed.  I hope you can agree this seems like 
the most sensible course of action and just enjoy seeing how many incredible pets 
we have in our wondrous village. I intended to do three articles on animal care, 
best practice and pet security but was so inundated with brilliant content I have-
n’t, making this a bumper guilt-free edition. 
 
As this goes to print the start of some-kind-of-end to lockdown is imminent, but 
due to the nature of  this being a good old-fashioned magazine we know this in-
formation dates quickly, so please, sign up to the PUNCHline (details below) for 
up to date bulletins via email on what is opening where and when, and in what 
capacity.  I so look forward to things going back to normal!  
 
Beside thanking everyone who has contributed to this 
month’s edition, I would especially like to thank Tania Harris 
from Flower Power in Melton (pictured)  for a wonderful year 
as our gardening columnist. I have followed Tania’s tips on 
what I should be doing each month in my garden and have 
found them so helpful! She will be much missed as she steps 
aside. You have been fantastic so thank you very much! 
Much love to all  -   GB x  
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NOTICEBOARD 

CHURCH NOTICES  
 
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY – the Church annual 
meeting will be in Church on Tuesday May 11th at 
7pm. 
 
HELP NEEDED – the PCC need your help. Is there 
anyone out there who would like to be the new book-
ing secretary for the parish hall when it opens? 
 
ALSO NEEDED! Someone to maintain the church 
flower rota and coordinate the decoration of the 
church for major festivals and events. 
 
For further information on both needs please contact 
Jan Purcell 
 
More church news on page 20 

CAPACITY BAKE IS A  
CHARITY WINNER 

 
 
 
 

Trisha Cornhill’s house was a ‘cake 
collection point’ during the fundraiser 

SIGN UP for the PUNCHline, an email news service for all things 
Ufford. 

punchline@uffordpunch.org.uk 

OUR APOLOGIES 
 

In last month's issue, The Book Club Review 

was wrongly credited.  It was actually written 

by June Leigh.  The person responsible has 

been banned from editing the PUNCH for 30 

days. 
 

UFFORD FOOTBALL CLUB NEWS 

Some good news—football will be back 
at the avenue before the season is out. 
if anyone is interested in sponsoring 
our new reserve side then please get in 
contact with me on 07403398429.  

Darren Cook 

WHISPER IT QUIETLY BUT, BORIS PERMITTING, WE ARE HEARING RUMOURS THERE MAY 
BE A FUN DOG SHOW THIS SUMMER IN UFFORD!  

MORE NEWS AS WE GET IT HERE AND ON THE PUNCHline! 

Anne Barratt writes  “I 
would like to thank Ufford 
for the support for our re-
cent cake sale.   As well as 

selling about 50 cakes (our 
capacity being the first 

time), we had some extraor-
dinary donations and have 

in the end raised 
£1412.50.   A wonderful re-
sult which would not have 
been possible without you” 

#KEEPTHEUFFORDEIGHTLOCAL 
Please forgive me as this is an excuse to print some pictures of a few of Ufford’s 
new arrivals (and they’re so sweet I couldn’t resist). 

 

This litter of amazing Springers 
have ‘SPRUNG’ up in Ufford and 
will be available for sale this 
month. The owner is SUPER keen 
for them to find homes locally.  

 

So, I have taken this excuse to put in their pictures in 
this month’s edition (executive editorial decision) and 
inform you there are 2 girls, 6 boys, all working strain 
English Springers— all enquiries 07919 428428  
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DUMBBELLS AND PERSONAL TRAINER (MISSING ON ARRIVAL):  JANE COCHRANE

When the storms in the second week of 
March blew down The White Lion’s out-
door dining marquee I was crushed for 
Stephen and Gaynor Thurlow. ALL pub 
owners have had the most difficult 12 
months but this seems especially cruel.  
A working party a few days later con-
firmed the death of said tent and it’s 
back to the drawing board for them 
ahead of reopening on the 12th April.  

 

 

 

 

I can’t state enough the importance of 
both of our village pubs.  We are SO 
lucky to have not one but two; and for 
both to be planning to reopen this 
month is not just miraculous but also a 
huge testament to the grit and guts of 
both couples who own them.  

 

10,000 hospitality businesses closed in 
2020 due to the financial ruin inflicted 
by Covid, and when The Crown and The 
White Lion reopen I URGE everyone in 
this village to visit them and give them 
your patronage. A recent survey found 

that 7 out of 10 pubs that have survived 
last year say they are worried they 
won’t last another 12 months.  

 

The crux of this re-opening period is the 
first month from 12th April when pubs 
can only offer outdoor facilities. At The 
Crown, Polly and Max Durrant are fin-
ishing paving the top of their back gar-
den to increase their capacity for out-
door dining and have a new tented area 
that they hope will see them through to 
the warmer summer months.  Polly is 
too kind and polite to spell out how 
much being closed for 7 of the last 12 
months has affected them but says the 
investments they’re making will ensure 
their best chance of survival in the com-
ing year. The Crown will offer takea-
ways still to ensure they have some 
business if the weather doesn’t play 
ball. 

 

Stephen Thurlow says the challenges of 
the last few months have served as a 
real chance for him and Gaynor to re-
flect on what they love, what they do 
best and what they want to serve up 
when they can open their doors again. 
The White Lion will still do light offerings 
at lunch, will still have some of their 
trusted and favourite offerings on the 
menu but they’re also looking to add a 
few new classic dishes when they reo-
pen with a smaller marquee. They’re 
also looking into a more permanent 
structure where the damaged marquee 
was so they can resume their events 
which are so crucial for their income. 
He’s keen to stress the best thing locals 
can do is to use their pubs for food and 
socialising.  

 

Both landlords have such a love for 
Ufford and the people who live here; 
Polly says that doing a take-out service 
on Mother’s Day reminded her and their 
staff how much they miss being open 
and how well supported their pub is.  

 

Stephen talks fondly of just being able to 
host some familiar faces and how many 

people have offered to help out in the 
last year.  And while both will not be so 
dramatic as to beg you to come to their 
establishments after the 12th April, I 
have no such qualms; the success and 
continued presence of both our pubs is 
in our hands over the next few months.  
Please, visit The Crown and The White 
Lion. Buy takeaway meals from them. 
Recommend them to your friends. Post 
about them on social media. I want 
them to have the best chance of making 
it through and recovering from the fi-
nancial hit they’re taken.  

 

Both pubs will open from Wednesday 
to Sunday for lunch and dinner.  

Under guidelines, booking is essential 
for drinks or food.   

PUB PLEA from the Editor 
Our landlords have been through enough; when our pubs reopen we MUST support 
them, or face losing one or both says Georgie Bingham  

LEADER  

Www.uffordwhitelion.co.uk 
 

Theuffordcrown.com 

Outside work at The Crown is nearly finished in 
time for opening (photo Polly Durrant) 

Stephen & Gaynor Thurlow have had to re-

think their plans for the White Lion after 

strong winds in early March (photos; Georgie 

Bingham and Stefan Atkinson) 
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A few years ago, I lost my mother quite suddenly and unexpectedly. 
Within a couple of weeks, a relative in Kent, an elderly lady with a 
penchant for cats, passed away too. For some years she had lived 
alone with a little Siamese cat called Poppy. The house contents, in-
cluding cat, were bequeathed to a neighbour. He dutifully went in 
with food every day, but the expectation was that if no one came 
forward she would be put to sleep when the house was finally 
cleared. 

 Mourning my own loss, the thought of the little cat alone in the 
house without her “Mum” was too awful, and we arranged for her to 
come to Ufford. How sad she was! Frightened and sickly, she ran be-
hind the bookcase the instant her carrier was opened and refused to 
come out. The next day she was no keener to be sociable. Even food 
would not tempt her out from under the sofa. I laid on the floor, arm 
outstretched and stroked her. For some minutes she sat motionless 
and unresponsive, then shot across the room and behind the book-
case again. Two weeks went by, me attempting to pet the cat under 
or behind various pieces of furniture, and she stubbornly refusing to 
be comforted. 

 The breakthrough came at last… but not with me! One day, she jumped onto the sofa next to my husband and started 
rolling and purring as if this was how it had always been. We were thrilled, but I must admit to being a bit piqued after all 
my efforts! Eventually, Poppy lost her fears altogether and became a shy but loving little cat. An old lady herself now, she 
is a wonderful, attentive friend. Taking in Poppy helped me as much as it helped her, and I am so glad we did. 

Loved, Lost and Loss 
Our pets are our family, our companions, our friends; they enhance our lives in so 
many ways.   We asked villagers to tell us about their very own Marley & Me. 

I lost Freddie just over 2 years ago, he was a few months 

short of his 14th birthday. He looked like a black Lab but 

he was really a Springer cross— so,  a greedy Labrador 

with Springer spirit and bounce.     

I was browsing the RSPCA website when the handsome 

boy came to my attention, I visited him at Martlesham 

and it was love at first sight. I adopted him at a time 

when I had just suffered a string of family losses so it felt 

like we saved each other. Perhaps that’s why he was so 

special to me. He was kind, loyal, loving and my best 

friend but he had issues and over time, with hard work 

and training we overcame most of them. He had a good 

nose and all the natural instincts of a working dog. 

I was devastated by his loss after a struggle with pain-

ful arthritis and some canine confusion. Kind friends 

and villagers sent cards and condolences and although 

I was desperate for another dog I knew the time was 

not right. I consoled myself with walking, and looking 

after other village dogs. As we locked down last year I 

started to look for a puppy but there was a shortage of 

suitable black Labradors. 

Good news! I am expecting a new arrival hopefully in 

the middle of April.   

Rilla Ford on Freddie—”The best dog ever” 

Helen Paxton on Poppy “who helped me as 
much as I helped her” 
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House rabbits are becoming more and more common and it’s easy to see why when you 
visit Jo and her adorable ‘kit’ of white and black fluffy bunnies hopping about the living 
room floor.   ‘I’d never had a house rabbit before, but my daughter really wanted a pet 
and a rabbit seemed one of the easier ones,’ Jo explained.  

 

Three years later a friend messaged her with a picture of another gorgeous, white bunny 
and within twenty-four hours Luna was settling into her new home.  

 

‘I planned to keep them apart,’ Jo said, ‘but one day I accidentally left the gate to the 
lounge open and when I came back, they were lying next to each other looking rather 
content.’  

 

Two weeks later Jo got out of bed and saw Robbie lying on the floor next to her bed. 
‘He often lay here but something was different that morning. It took me a moment to 
realise he was dead. We were heartbroken.’ 

 

Adjusting to their loss Jo, Luke and Skyla tried giving Luna lots of fuss but she didn’t want 
to be picked up or petted at all. Seven days later she went into labour and ten tiny bun-
nies appeared.    ‘This wasn’t the plan,’ Jo laughed, ‘but we feel so lucky to have Robbie’s 
bunnies to remember him by.’  

 

It was a real wrench petting the bunnies and watching them potter about Jo’s house.   I 
felt quite relieved all of them had good homes to go to otherwise I think I would have 
been putting our name down for one or two of them! 

Tina Powick writes on her neighbour Joanne Birt’s poignantly timed litter! 
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Geocaching guineapig... 

In last month’s PUNCH our footpath warden David Findley reported on the use of QR 
codes to help walkers and tourists find our footpaths and understand our history. This 
month a busy Ufford mum armed herself with a smart phone to try out the newest tech-
nology-driven outdoor activity and reported back for the PUNCH 

Keeping chickens for fun and profit 

The final jigsaw piece had been put in place and we had exhausted turn-
ing every Amazon delivery box into various marble runs and model tree 
houses and argued over whether junior scrabble was fun or just an exten-
sion of home schooling…when a wonderful thing happened – I stumbled 
upon a  Telegraph article ‘100 fun things to do this February half term for 
the whole family during lockdown’   

Scrolling through and skipping past number 2; Hire a Hot tub, and Number 
5;  Dig a hole, presuming the kids are not going to find Anglo-Saxon treas-
ures in our garden, without creating huge mess at any rate – I scrolled down to Number 15: Go geo-
caching.... (geocaching.com) who knew?… it is a treasure hunt for the digital generation, and a parent’s 
dream.. it not only is right on your doorstep (and every doorstep worldwide apparently) its free— and 
tricks kids into walking further than 10 mins without a single whinge!  It’s a revelation; how could this 
have passed us by? If only we had known about this when lockdown began.   

All you need is the Geocaching app and a phone with GPS. A Geocach or ‘cache’ is a small waterproof 
treasure box hidden outdoors, there are thousands hidden all over the UK, and many quite tricky to 
find. Once you find the box, you can mark this as ‘found’ on your app, plus you can message the kind 
folk who went to the trouble of placing these treasures for your  families enjoyment if you desire, and 
add your name and date to the logbook in the treasure box. Before you know it, you have covered a few 
miles with happily distracted children and you have managed an uninterrupted socially distanced chat 
with a friend.                                       Win !!  Absolutely genius!...  

Although Rosie the dog rules the roost in Kevin Young’s house, he reports back on his new 
back-yard ‘pets’ 

Profit first.  Since my first report to the village (November 2020) the costs of the chicken enterprise have increased some-
what.   I partly blame the recent avian flu outbreak (you probably missed that, didn’t you) which meant we had to invest in 
£80 worth of materials to extend their protected run and £40 of extra worms as negotiated compensation for their confine-
ment.  Plus the effort of sewing all those tiny masks. Add to that £40 for grass to replace the area destroyed by intensive 
grazing and subtract £20 for the tulip bulbs they weren’t able to destroy by free range meandering.  Overall we’ve done 
better at controlling costs than HS2, but we’re now paying an astonishing £1.25 per egg.  We really need three eggs per day 
from each hen to break even, but the chicken union is still resisting that. 
 
What about fun?  Well, as you might guess from the world’s most famous and 
least funny joke about the chicken crossing the road, they’re not exactly a barrel 
of laughs, and for intelligent conversation I still prefer the dog, but I get a certain 
joy from watching them strutting around fat and happy in the sun or trying to 
preserve their dignity in a strong wind.  They do have limited but distinct person-
alities, like characters in an Agatha Christie novel; there’s the blustering aggres-
sive one who is probably a Red Herring, and the quiet, composed one who will 
undoubtedly turn out to be the murderer. My wife gets a lot of pleasure out of 
sitting with them (she also does most of the work), and the terrier enjoys herd-
ing them when they escape.  They are Sussex hens, which means that like their 
royal counterparts they are high maintenance and complain a lot about the way 
they’re treated.   Yet all in all, they’re a welcome addition to the menagerie. 
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Although the 2020 lockdown was challenging, Anne was kept busy by her 
own three young dogs, two Border Collies and a Working Cocker Spaniel, 
and reports a positive lockdown. 

“Having lost our eldest Border Collie in the first lockdown, we recently purchased 
another, from sheepdog trialling lines.  Wow!  To begin with, she was like a fer-
ret on speed!  A mixture of nerves and excitability, coupled with a huge personal-
ity. I will really enjoy training and helping her to overcome the restrictions of 
lockdown; limited socialisation and experiences, no training classes and poten-
tial separation anxiety. 

 Now customers are trickling back, we have noticed how traumatized 
some dogs have become. Constantly being with their owners has left some dogs 
quite damaged, needy and very anxious when parted from their owners.  This 
means some owners have work to do ‘rebalancing’ their dog.  A good test of how your dog is coping is to leave your dog in the kitch-
en, whilst you watch television in another room, and listen for the result. Peace or panic? 

PROGRESSING FROM LOCKDOWN 

Timing is everything!  Think of giving praise/reward like taking a camera shot, only taking a shot of  (praising) exactly the behaviour 
you want. Not a second or two before or after the moment. 

If you have a young dog, soon you will be able to show them ‘the world’ by having lots of new experiences together.  In the meantime, 
work at getting their love and respect but above all thoroughly enjoy them! 

With all dogs, remember that it is very flattering when your dog wants to be with you constantly but when it develops into a NEED to 
be with you, your dog needs help.” 

Anne McNeil runs ‘Pups at Home’ in Pettistree 
and is a highly experienced dog behavioural 
specialist and obedience judge.  With her  

husband Keith she boards well behaved dogs at her specialist and secure facility near Ufford. 

DOGGY BUSINESS 

Wanting to be near Aldeburgh and the beach,  Ellie Euston moved to Rendlesham 
about 18 months ago.  She found herself a dog grooming job on leaving college and 
enjoyed it so much that 6 years later she has opened her own business.  The stress 
of lockdown was the impetus to set up the Groom Room last September with the 
help and support of family, friends and, particularly, her Dad.  In the first 4 months 
of trading Ellie was thrilled to achieve the target set for the first year and this has 
filled her with confidence.  Initially Ellie did a local leaflet drop but since then 75% 
of business is by word of mouth and 25%  social media. 

Ellie's proudest moment was winning her first ever competition with a commenda-
tion award; after an attack of nerves when she couldn't think how to start work on 
the dream of a dog, Ruby, she was grooming, but it was so well behaved that Ellie 
soon found her stride.  The funniest moment so far was when someone drove 45 
minutes for an 8am appointment to realise she had brought the wrong dog with 
her!  Ellie's own Cocker Spaniel, Fendt, absolutely loves being groomed, happily 
jumping in the shower and joining Ellie under the hairdryer when she is using it her-
self – he will do anything to be brushed.  The best advertisement ever.    

Ellie Euston, proprietor of Ellie’s Groom Room, Rendlesham, spoke to Lyn Taylor 
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We are very much looking forward to April!  

Not only is it our 10th birthday but we are finally able to open again week 

commencing 12th April for outside dining. As you may have seen we are 

making some exciting changes to our garden which will be ready in 

time for opening. A huge thank you to Paul and Stella Booth for helping 

us to make this happen. 

Thank you to everyone for their support for the pub over this very chal-

lenging year.  We look forward to seeing you! 

INGREDIENTS 
2 cups of cottage cheese 
6 tablespoons of unsalted butter 
1 cup caster sugar 
2 raw egg yolks 
4 hardboiled egg yolks 
half a cup of double cream 
half cup blanched chopped almonds 
half cup seedless raisons 
1 tbs citron peel 
 
METHOD 

Press cheese through a sieve (this dries it out a little).  
Cream butter and sugar.  
Beat in raw egg yolks. 
Add rest of ingredients and mix well. 
Line a traditional flower pot with a hole in the base using 
dampened cheese cloth or similar.   
Cover with dampened cheese cloth.   
Place a small plate on top with weights and chill for 24 
hours.  
Unmould and remove cheese cloth.    
Decorate with nuts, fruits or for an Easter touch with flowers, preferably primroses and green 
leaves around the base.   

EASTER RECIPE:  PASHKA  Gill Cooper 

Paskha is the traditional Easter 
dessert of Russia, is made of 

endless variations, but its main 
ingredient is dry cottage cheese. 
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CHAIR:  
Dr Kathryn Jones 
 
PARISH CLERK:  
Judi Hallett 
ufford.pc@hotmail.com 
TREE WARDEN: 
Robert Flory (01394 420684) 

FOOTPATH WARDEN: 
David Findley 07717 475111  
 
COUNCILLORS: 
Keith Bennett 
Nick Crocker 
Pat Edworthy 
David Findley 
Guy Foskett 

Jane Hawthorne 
Steven Mayhew 
Ashley O’Malley 
David Pearce 
John Skinner 

For Ufford Parish Council news 
& village facts visit: 
www.ufford.suffolk.cloud 

Planning Applications in Neighbouring Parishes 

Annual Parish Meeting 

The  Annual Parish Meeting is NOT a Parish Council meeting. It is a ‘Meeting of the Parish’, which is usually organ-

ised by the Parish Council and chaired by the PC Chair. 

Last year, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the requirement to hold an APM was lifted by the Government. So far this 

year there has been no word as to whether the requirement will be lifted or not. Therefore, in the interests of ‘erring 

on the side of caution’ UPC have decided to organise an APM.  

Due to continuing social distancing guidelines, the meeting will take place online, on Tuesday 27th April, starting at 

7.00pm. The Zoom Login details for those wishing to join us are: 

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88027324110?pwd=R201SkdQMXVQeHFaTG05eVFlcm1kQT09 

ID: 880 2732 4110 

Passcode: 637046 

Telephone Dial In: 0 131 460 1196 

We will not be inviting a special guest speaker but we will have updates from the Parish Council, the District and 

County Councillors, the Footpaths Warden, the Broadband Project, the Tree Warden and the Woodlands Group. We 

also invite you to have ready a glass of your favourite tipple (be it wine, whiskey or fruit juice!) to join us in a social 

chat after the meeting. 

Ufford Parish  Council News 

You have probably noticed in the local press that a number of our neighbours have recently been battling large developments: 75 

dwellings in Rendlesham, 123 dwellings in Pettistree and, still on the table at the time of writing, the 80 Bed Care home with a 

further 75 assisted care bungalows in Melton. But what have these got to do with Ufford?  

Ufford PC believe they should, in certain circumstances, comment on applications of this scale due to the cumulative impact de-

velopment has on the surrounding area. 75 new dwellings in Rendlesham may, on the face of it, be too far away to affect Ufford’s 

residents. But 75 dwellings probably means an additional 150 cars, many attempting to leave Rendlesham for work, shopping or 

leisure purposes every day. They will soon come across the traffic jams at the Melton Crossroads (on many days backing up to 

the Unruly Pig and beyond) and will then look for an alternative route to the A12; what better than a quick nip through beautiful 

Ufford?       Similarly, 136 new dwellings in Pettistree (abutting the new houses in Wickham Market) may feel like too far away to 

affect Ufford; but all these people will firstly, need to register with the Doctor, making waiting times for appointments even longer 

than they are now and secondly, their vehicles will add to the number using the High Street to access the A12 in a southbound 

direction. 

The criteria for consideration by the UPC are those applications which are expected to: 

•Lead to a significant increase in traffic generation onto roads through Ufford and/or additional strain on the wider physical infra-
structure of the Woodbridge area (key link roads, access to rail and bus services, water supply, sewerage, telecoms etc)  

•Negatively impact on the demand for and the supply of key services and facilities available to Ufford residents like access to 
schools, medical and dental care. 

•Impact on the rural/village character of Ufford and its adjoining area (e.g. potential ribbon development or large scale housing 
development nearby) 

•Have the scale to create wider issues for East Suffolk, changing its character and environment (e.g. Sizewell C) 
 
The Parish Countil is now monitoring ALL developments in the parishes surrounding Ufford and where we feel it appro-

priate we will alert parishioners through the PUNCHline to large scale development which may impact Ufford’s resi-

dents.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88027324110?pwd=R201SkdQMXVQeHFaTG05eVFlcm1kQT09
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Our affinity with our domestic pets is an integral part of our 
daily lives. The bond we form with pets becomes deep rooted 
and often emotional after their short lives.  

Domestic pets and wildlife will inevitably integrate within our 
garden spaces and further afield.  

The RSPB concludes the most prominent killer of birds is the 
domestic cat. Cats can be fitted with warning bells on collars 
to reduce the risk to feeding garden and wild birds.  

A more natural deterrent is shown right; birds are vulnerable 
to predation when taking water from ground level. The image 
shows a fine Coal Tit enjoying a drink from a suspended clean 
jar.  

Most pet owners are highly responsible and manage their 
pets accordingly to the ways of the natural world. Dog owners 
are reminded to keep their pets on leads when entering sensi-
tive breeding sites and areas of natural outstanding beauty. 
The same responsibilities are more often observed when dogs 
are in close proximity to livestock.  

Another consideration are areas where basking adders may 
be present. An adder’s bite may prove less harmful to a fit 
healthy adult but a dog may suffer harmful consequences to 
Adder disturbance. In recent times we have heard of “ Canine 
Autumn Sickness “ My theory points to roaming dogs snuffling 
out fungi in leaf litter such as Fly Agaric or Shaggy Ink Cap that 
can cause severe illness in canine pets. 

kevin.rogers19@outlook.com 

Nature Notes by Kevin Rogers 

On a chilly night in February, nine of us from The Lower Road Book Club settled down via a zoom 
meeting, to analyse and review Where The Crawdads Sing written by the American author, Delia 
Owens. With a glass of red in hand we were all set to go! 

 

I chose the book and hosted the meeting. I was on to a good start as it was listed in the Sunday 
Times best sellers. The story was a little far-fetched in places and over sentimental but the charac-
ters felt authentic and three-dimensional. Although set in the 1950’s and 1960’s she dealt with im-
portant themes such racial  tension, and social division;  issues which are still very relevant today. 
Further themes include childhood solitude, love and prejudice.  

 

The Marshes dominated the landscape. Kya lived a solitary existence having been abandoned by her 
family when only six years old and was often ostracised by her ‘friends’. On the rare occasions when 
she did attend school they would call her names such as ‘Swamp rat’ and ‘Swamp Trash’. 

 

As a feral recluse she had no vocabulary or life skills, her education was the marshes and the natural 
world, until she met Tate, her fellow soul mate, who helped her to read and write. Despite this soli-
tary existence she managed to fend for herself by hunting, catching fish and digging for mussels. She 
put her trust in two key country folk: Jumini and Mabel who became surrogate parents to her.  

 

The author’s ability to describe in poetic type prose the marshes and the landscape is outstanding. 
She describes what she knows, probably due to living in the mountains in North Carolina.  

 

An amazing story of fortitude and self-reliance with powerful descriptions told by an author who has 
a tremendous talent for authentic character, plotting and landscape description.  

Written by  
Sandy Greenard  

Lower Ufford Book Club Review 

The Book Group awarded Crawdads 
high marks:  One – 9.5/ Three 9’s / 
Four – 8’s and One – 7 

mailto:kevin.rogers19@outlook.com


Page 20, Ufford PUNCH, April 2021 

 

Rector of Melton & Ufford: Revd Paul Hambling  
Church Office, St Andrew’s Church, Station Road, 
Melton, Woodbridge IP12 1PX  
T: 01394 387491  
E: rector.uffordmelton@gmail.com  
W: www.uffordchurch.org.uk 

Church Warden of Ufford:  
Mrs Jan Purcell  T: 01394 460338 

ST MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION, UFFORD  

(United Benefice with St Andrew’s Church, Melton) 

POSSIBLE LIVE SERVICES 
 
Thur. April 1

st
  Maundy Thursday  

7:00pm Eucharist at Ufford  
 

Fri. April 2
nd

  Good Friday 
             TBC Streamed Eucharist 
 
Sat April 3

rd
  Easter Eve 

TBC Eucharist at Melton 
 

 Sun April 4
th

 Easter Day 
 10:00am Eucharist at Ufford 
 

Sun April 11
th

 Easter Two 
 10:00am Eucharist at Melton 
 

Sun April 18
th

 Easter Three   
10:00am Eucharist at Ufford 
 

Sun. April 25th Easter Four 
10:00am Eucharist at Melton 

 

Please check the church web site for 
updates and the church calendar 

LIVE CHURCH CALENDAR ON THE WEB 
SITE www.uffordchurch.org 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES are usually Sunday, Wednesday & Saturday 10am Said Eucharist 

 

For opportunities to share live stream services go to our web site and follow the instruc-
tions, alternatively go to: https://www.facebook.com/St-Andrews-Church-Melton-
2289882804602572/ If you are not on Facebook you can still access this link and click 
“not now” when asked to create a Facebook account and carry on watching. 

 

Online prayer resources: 

https://pray-as-you-go.org/home/ 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer  

I write this in the midst of the sad news of the disappearance of Sarah Everard.    This news has shocked many. 

Violence towards anyone is completely unacceptable and wrong.   Why am I writing about this in an Easter article? 

I know that anything I write cannot change what has happened, I only hope that we can begin to live in a different 

world where violence, greed and the lust for power is eradicated.   Easter is about love and a new way of living 

into which all of us, no matter what we believe to be true, can live out. Jesus suffered violence on the cross but 

that did not win; love overcame death and violence as Jesus rose again on Easter Day. 

 

One might argue that this hasn’t done much for all the acts of violence that happen in the world, but it’s up to us 

to make sure it does make a difference. It is up to us to make sure that we do live in love, that we do respect one 

another, that we learn to disagree whilst still being able to love and care for one another. My Grandparents often 

disagreed, and yes this might sound ‘old hat’ but they never went to bed on an argument and always had a cup of 

tea after a good disagreement. They always loved and cared for each other no matter what. Surely that’s all that 

matters!  

 

If we are going to change our culture and put an end to violence of any form, then that must begin at grass roots, 

we must all model a loving life;  a life where all are valued, loved and respected!   Our hearts and love and prayers 

go out to Sarah’s family and friends and to all those who have lost loved ones in tragic circumstances.    Let us be 

the ones who make a difference and show love to all people!  So this Easter, maybe send an Easter Egg, a symbol 

of love and new life, to someone who you struggle to love, and maybe start over and live in love, peace and unity. 

 

With my love and prayers 

Fr. Paul Worship at Ufford and Melton 

At the time of going to print, the church is closed and there are no 
live services. Depending on restrictions, it is hoped to have live ser-
vices from April 1st, this could change at short notice. Dates, times, 

etc. will be updated on the website, PUNCHline, Facebook page and 
church notice board.  

 
If the church does open for services the pattern of worship is ex-
pected to be as the diary submission (left).  Due to social distancing 
a booking system will be in operation for LIVE services. To book 
email beryl.lucas@btinternet.com or telephone 01394 387708. 

Please note there are also church notices on page 
 4 of this edition 

http://www.uffordchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Andrews-Church-Melton-2289882804602572/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Andrews-Church-Melton-2289882804602572/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/home/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
mailto:beryl.lucas@btinternet.com
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My son begged for a cat.  The ginger tom was the 
most curious, bold kitten, how could we not have 
him?  ‘Murphy’ instantly became part of the house-
hold and grew into a huge, handsome bruiser of a cat,  
Far too intimidating to be tackled by others, he had 
the softest nature.  And of course when my son left 
home.......   

 

We grew close, The Murph and I; when going shop-
ping he trotted by my side as far as the cricket pitch;  
he dashed across our cul-de-sac in front of my wheels 
when I drove home; launched himself diagonally up-
wards from the porch to the bedroom window and 
slept on the foot of my bed in the middle of the night 
–  knowing well that it was forbidden.  He curled up in 
my garden trug and settled in the middle of dressmak-
ing attempts.  If I put him in the cattery he was spoiled 
and often spent his “holiday” in the owner's house but 
it didn't stop him turning his face to the wall and total-
ly ignoring me for 24 hours when back home.   

 

When going to the vet he sat happily on my lap as I 
drove – illegal I am sure  – I carried him into the 

waiting room and he sat bolt upright on my knee fasci-
nated by all the animals in their cages.  The staff 
offered to lend me one of their baskets but agreed he 
seemed very placid.  Then he sat at on the counter 
imperiously straightening his fur with his tongue 
whilst I paid the bill. The vet admired Murphy;  he was 
21 at the time (the cat, not the vet) and he (the vet 
not the cat)  said the oldest cat he had ever seen was 
30. My loyal friend died at home on my knee when he 
was 25 and is still dearly missed.   

As a child, desperate for pets, I accumulated a huge 
list of what I wanted; some were fun, some wishes 
lasted a day.  

At the wise old age of 11 I was gifted a hamster and immediately let it loose inside the house. It escaped and 
got inside the walls, the scratching noises were an unbearable experience.   My dad sawed a hole and got the 
thing out (I probably would have saved the floral wallpaper and put some headphones on).  

Over the last 6 years, my family has somehow accumulated 4 cats and that is currently overwhelming. The first 
we got has all the qualities of a dog, and is therefore fantastic, quiet, and shifts when required. The second 
however is a furry menace. She constantly brings in dirt, and has singlehandedly halved the bird population of 
Ufford. Somewhere along the line, she had two litters as well, putting our parents in the difficult position of 
trying to sell ten kittens. We sold all but two (which was a mistake). We should have got rid of them all, but 
the tiny-size and cute factor kept them in the house. 

 As I’m getting older, the need for a dog is rising up again. I’d prefer an animal that likes me rather than the 
food I hand over, but until we shift the cats nothing’s happening. Pets are fantastic companions for children 
and adults, but I do not fancy living in a zoo.    

My family and our felines... 
Lyn Taylor on the cat she grew to adore and still misses today 

Teenage Charlie Croft on his dreams 
of pet owning and the reality of fami-
ly life... 
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This is Molly and Bella with my little boy Harry. They are two 
years old and love escaping from their run to cause mischief and 
eat anything green.. Michelle Boon 

This is Prince, formally 
known as Hilin Prince Da-
vid, former Horse of the 
Year show, working Hunter 
pony champion and all round 
Pony Club stalwart! Now re-
tired, 29 years young and 
very much loved by us all! 
 
The Nicholls Family  

The big, the small,  

the weird and wonderful  
We asked, you delivered! A few of your pets deserved 

a special mention…  
(no cats or dogs allowed on this page!) 

These are our 
ducks, residents of 
Nicholls Close, 
Their names are 
Sarah and Duck 
(named by the chil-
dren after a charac-
ters in a CBeebies 
Programme!)  
Favourite food: 
wheat and lettuce.  
Sarah is the noisier 
one (she's the fe-
male and has brown 
markings).  
Duck likes to at-
tack. He chases and 
likes to surprise 
you with a little 
peck if you're not 
watching! They 
have been part of 
the family for 6 
years.  
Eliza and Polly get 
chased regularly by 
the ducks. They 
know who's boss!   
Katie Forgiel 

Unfortunately we lost Leo aged 10 this year. 
 
We call this photo, "where has everyone gone" 
As he used to stand on the back of the sofa where 
he could look into the kitchen to find us. 
 
Joanne Haslegrave 
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Bryan and Gill Cooper adopted a loony duck from a friend at a drinks party...   
  

At a drinks party a friend of ours asked if we would like a duck as a pet.  Apparently he had outstayed 
his welcome, so had been left at the duck pond at Rushmere (the humane way of disposing of him).  He 
didn’t think much of this idea and so decided to camp out on our friend’s patio and was being fed on 
terrier nuts.  This duck had started to terrorise the neighbourhood and one old lady, who had to fight 
him off with her umbrella, rang the RSPCA to complain.   To her surprise she was told “you are talk-
ing to the wrong people, we are actually on the duck’s side”. 
However, we agreed to take him on.   We called him Quackers and we put him in with the hens.   He 
didn’t much like that idea so we built him his own home.  We fed him similar food to the hens but he 
preferred his food sloppier and would take a beak full of meal to the water bowl 
and take a bit of water to add to his beak.   This was fine for him but quickly left a 
thin gruel instead of water for the hens. 
He preferred to retire for the night later than the hens and we would often find 
him some distance from home.   We would have to take a torch and guide him 
back.   He would follow the torch beam on the ground and quacking in time with 
his feet – the faster he walked the faster the quacks! 
He stayed with us for several years and then one summer’s evening he suddenly 
disappeared – no further sign of him.   Either a fox carried him off or perhaps he 
carried off the fox. We never knew.   His memorial can be found on top of our 
garage to this day; a duck vane I made at night school soon after his departure. 

Aura, the axolotl; 
Lurtz and Gimli, the 
terrapins, Hector and 
Ajax the tortoises and 
Rommel the Python, 
lovingly wrapped 
round Barty’s arm as 
Barty cooks his 
lunch. 

 
Finally, the Thomas 

household who have the 
most extraordinary  

menagerie of creatures  
including a python!!  
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The PUNCH Groups Directory  
 

All the contacts you need in and around Ufford 

Book Club (Lower Road) 
Leann Giovnilli  01394 420684 
19:30 Monday (every 6 weeks) 
  
Boules (by Tennis Court) 
All welcome; turn up and play! 
14:00 Thursday all summer 
  
Bridge Classes 
Mike Fisher 
www.mikefisherbridge.com 
Various weekly sessions at UCH 
  
Carpet Bowls 
Di Fulcher 01394 460551 
14:00 Tuesday, Oct/Apr, at UCH 
  
Community Hall 
Judi Hallett (office hours only please) 
bookings.uch@gmail.com 
07739 411927 
  
Cycle Club 
Stephen Thurlow 01394 460770 
Off road fun - Sundays 
 
Deben Probus Club 
John Hickling 01728 746322 or  
johnhickling@uwclub.net 
12.20 Third Monday each month 
  
Gardening Club 
David Berridge 01394 461491 
www.uffordgardeningclub.org.uk 
 

 
Helping Ufford Group (HUG) 
Hotline: 07595 970139 
helpinguffordgroup@gmail.com 
 
Parish Council & website 
Clerk Judi Hallett 
01394 411405 / 07739 411927  
www.ufford.suffolk.cloud  
 
Parish Church Committee 
Jan Purcell 01394 460338 
www.uffordchurch.org.uk 
  
Players 
Jackie Wilks 01473 333167 
Amateur Theatre annual play 
  
PUNCHLine  
Lyn Taylor  01394 460253 
PUNCHline@uffordpunch.org.uk 
Electronic village news  
  
St Mary’s Parish Hall 
Jan Purcell 01394 460338 
Theatre facilities amongst other uses 
  
Tap Dancing Classes 
Jill Streatfeild 07778 746315 
http://woodbridgetapdance.weebly.com 
  
Tennis Club 
Dan Lever 01394 420156 
Tournaments and social events 
 

U2 Bridge Club  
Adrian Smith 01394 461179 
13:45 Alt Wednesday’s, at the UCH 
  
Ufford Art History Group 
Jenny Searle 01394 460317 
Regular events – see diary 
  
Ufford Friendly Bridge Club  
Lyn Taylor 01394 460253 
18:30 Monday at UCH all year 
  
Ufford Sports Football Club 
Darren Cook 07403 398429 
Sept/Apr - Sat 14:00 kick off (H)
www.uffordsportsfc.co.uk  
  
Ufford Tai-Chi  
Ray Norris 01394 383076 
www.suffolktaichiacademy.uk 
  
Ufford PUNCH 
Ros Smith (secretary) 01394 461179 
www.uffordpunch.org.uk 
  
Ufford Woods 
Mike Hawthorne  01394 420241 
Managing our woodland 

 

See https://ufford.suffolk.cloud for 
more village information 
 

Tally the West Highland Terrier gets his own third of a page because Tally is an accom-
plished artist, licking his canvasses into shape after they've been covered with protective 
plastic and a tasty cheese spread. His tongue gives the acrylic a particular texture, mystify-
ing art critics.  I shall be urging owner Tim Buxbaum to exhibit him at the next in-person 
Ufford Arts Festival!!  

mailto:bookings.uch@gmail.com
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Where in Ufford? 
Keeping with the animal theme, can you 
spot these on your daily lockdown walks? 

1. I wish to travel direct to Amsterdam Ferry Port (Ijmuiden) - which is the only English port with direct sailings?   

2. The port of Dover services routes to Calais. Name one other continental port it services.  

3. Hannibal Lector once ate a census taker’s liver with what vegetable side dish and beverage?  

4. Every Sunday, Christians practice a cannibalism ritual by eating and drinking bread and wine which has been turned into the 
body and blood of Jesus Christ. What is this process of change called?   

5. In the movie The Apartment, what does Jack Lemmon use to strain his spaghetti?  
6.  Pasta alle vongole is pasta with what? 

7. Name the movie this quote comes from: "A boy’s best friend is his mother." 

8. Name the movie this quote comes from: "It’s not the years honey, it’s the mileage." 

9. In what year did it become illegal in the UK to sack a woman for being pregnant?  

10. What country has the highest percentage of female parliamentarians worldwide: A. Rwanda, B. USA, or C. Sweden? 

The White Lion Quiz may exist on zoom (for now) but is a fantasti-

cally sociable evening every other Tuesday and WILL return to the pub 
eventually!   Email Stephen_thurlow@hotmail.com to join in the fun. 

Here’s a sample of last week’s questions set by ROSEMARY’S BABIES; 
Daniel Metz, Jo Coates, Stefan Atkinson, Andrew Bismann & Kate Atkinson 

Test the old  

grey matter... 

ANSWERS  

 Page 31 

Two in two months from the village ghost! 
Back from a 14 year absence we have now received a second submission from the village 
ghost in as many months…  

I fear that I must relate that I have not yet discovered and despatched the wicked Covid;  I have made it known 
throughout my world that his wickedness is known to me and I have thrown down the gauntlet, but too lily-livered he 
is to face my challenge. Fear not, dear friends, for I shall continue in full pursuit of this malefactor to the ends of 
the earth if need be. 
Now that I am returned I take my time to re-acquaint myself with familiar haunts, and I take note that there are 
new villagers amongst us, though ‘tis not easy to be sure as so many are masked (which I believe to be such that 
Covid may not recognise them) but much surprised I am to find that so many seem to be of the same family. Please 
be assured dear friends that I make it not my habit to harken to your private discourse, but since my return I have 
heard so many to converse in the lanes, at a distance, thus: 
“Hello! Are you Jabbed?” which evince the reply “Yes, I am Jabbed, are you?”, and this most oft do bring forth 
the rejoinder “Yes, both my wife and I are Jabbed”; and off they go merrily on their way with a cheery wave. And so 
I must conclude that your numbers are swelled by copious members of the Jabbed family. I am sure that they are 
most welcome amongst you, but I find myself a little afeared that the arrival of the Jabbed family in the wake of the 
blackguard Covid is no mere happenstance, and these Jabbeds may be conspirators with this wicked personage in 
some devilish plot. Fear not, I shall watch and listen until the truth of Covid and the Jabbeds be revealed. 

Jan King give us the 
following photos and 

clue— 
”Can be found either 

end of a seasonal 
road” 
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- Excuse me ma’am but I 
couldn’t help but see you 
slip that priceless necklace 
into your leather travelling 
portmanteau. 
 
- Oh how careless of me!    
Wait—my dear chap, you 
are not suggesting that I 
would leave without pay-
ing, are you? 
 

 
- It has been known, ma’am.    And how pray 
did you come to be in our establishment in 
the first place? 
 
- Why, I case all my joints—I mean do all my 
shopping—based on the advertisements in 
the Ufford PUNCH 
 
- Why didn’t you say so?  My lady, I can’t 
apologise enough.  Pay us whenever it suits 
you.  Let me just find you the matching ear-
rings! 

TELL THEM YOU SAW IT IN THE 
PUNCH!! 
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ANSWERS TO QUIZ QUESTIONS   •  Newcastle (South Shields)  •  Dunkirk  •  Fava Beans and Chianti (or Amarone in the novel) 

•  Transubstantiation  •  A tennis racket  •  Clams  •  Psycho  •  Raiders of the Lost Ark  •  1975   •  Rwanda • 




